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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . ' This action is issued in response to Applicant's election filed November 14, 2006. 

2. Claims 1-9 and 35-39 are pending. Claims 10-34 and 40-47 are withdrawn. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. Claims 10-34 and 40-47 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made with traverse in the reply filed on November 
14, 2006. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 9/03/2004 & 9/12/2005 
was filed after the mailing date of the application on 2/09/2004. The submission is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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Claims 1-9 recite "the application comprising a computer readable storage 
medium". Examiner is not sure how the application (i.e. software) within the claimed 
invention is able to comprise a computer readable storage medium. Software is used as 
a program for operating hardware, which is incapable of actually housing the computer 
readable storage medium (i.e. as defined by the specification can include HDD and 
flash memory). Therefore, in order to further prosecution, examiner will give the 
application its broadest reasonable interpretation. Corrections are required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
lacks patentability utility. 

The claims lack the necessary physical articles or objects to constitute a machine 
or a manufacture within the meaning of 35 USC 101. They are clearly not a series of 
steps or acts to be a process nor are they a combination of chemical compounds to be 
a composition of matter. As such, they fail to fall within a statutory category. They are, at 
best, functional descriptive material per se. 

Specifically, claims 1-9 recite "the application comprising a computer readable 
storage medium". It is unclear to the examiner how an application (i.e. software) is able 
to comprise a computer readable storage medium, which the specification has defined 
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as either flash memory or a hard disk drive. It is physical not possible for software to 
comprise hardware. As such, the necessary physical object is non existence. 

To expedite a complete examination of the instant application, the claims 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 (nonstatutory) above are further rejected as set forth 
below in anticipation of applicant amending these claims to place them within the four 
statutory categories of invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1,4,5,35, and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Yang (US Patent No. 6,301,586) issued October 9, 2001. 

Regarding Claims 1 and 35, Yang discloses an application for providing 
access to media files on a digital device, the application comprising a computer 
readable storage medium having computer-readable program instructions 
embodied in the medium, the computer-readable program instructions 
comprising: 
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a processing unit that executes computer-readable program instructions 
for accessing media files (columns 4-5, lines 55-67 and 1-12, respectively, 
Yang); 

first instructions for generating a media view that provides access to at 
least one digital media file and associates the at least one digital media file with a 
period of time (Fig. 6; column 5, lines 43-48, Yang); 

second instructions for generating media file representations within the 
media view such that the media file representations associated with a period of 
time proximate a predefined position within the media view are enlarged media 
file representations (Figs. 7&8; column 12, lines 35-52, Yang); and 

a display in communication with the processing unit that presents the 
media view (column 4, lines 36-41, Yang). 

Regarding Claims 4 and 38, Yang discloses the application further 
comprising third instructions for displaying a selected media file representation 
from the media view in "pop-up" view format (columns 22-23, lines 66-67 and 1- 
1 1 , respectively, Yang). 

Regarding Claim 5, Yang discloses the application wherein the third 
instructions are further defined as displaying a selected media file representation 
from the media view in "pop-up" view format, wherein the "pop-up" view format 
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exceeds the size of all other media file representations within the media view 
(column 23, lines 29-31 , Yang). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 2-3,6-9,36-37, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yang (US Patent No. 6,301,586) filed October 6, 1997, in view of 
Hayashi (US Patent Application No. 20020054157) filed April 27, 2001. 

Regarding Claims 2 and 36, Yang discloses all of the claimed subject 
matter as stated above. However, Yang is silent with respect to the media file 
representations associated with a period of time proximate a vertical centerline of 
the media view are enlarged media file representations. On the other hand, 
Hayashi discloses the media file representations associated with a period of time 
proximate a vertical centerline of the media view are enlarged media file 
representations (Figs. 37-39; [0267-0269], Hayashi). Yang and Hayashi are 
analogous art because they are from the same field of endeavor of management 
of multimedia objects together with software tools. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate Hayashi's 



Application/Control Number: 10/774,670 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2161 

teachings into the Yang system. A skilled artisan would have been motivated to 
combine as suggested by Hayashi at [0002-0004], in order to provide a system to 
quickly process displays. As a result, allowing the images within the display to 
operate more quickly and efficiently. 

Regarding Claims 3 and 37, the combination of Yang in view of Hayashi, 
disclose the application wherein the second instructions are further defined as 
generating media file representations within the media view such that media file 
representations gradually decrease in size the further that an associated period 
of time deviates from the predefined position ([0249-0251], Hayashi). 

Regarding Claim 6, the combination of Yang in view of Hayashi, disclose 
the application wherein the third instructions are further defined as displaying a 
selected media file representation from the media view in "pop-up" view format, 
wherein the selected media file representation is chosen from the media file 
representations associated with the period of time proximate to the predefined 
position (Abstract, Hayashi). 

Regarding Claims 7 and 39, the combination of Yang in view of Hayashi, 
disclose the application wherein the second instructions further provide for 
generating media file representations within the media view such that the media 
file representation associated with a period of time proximate a predefined 
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position of the media view and proximate the center point of the predefined 
position is an enlarged media file representations in comparison to other media 
file representations in the time period proximate the predefined position (Figs. 37- 
39; [0267-0269], Hayashi). 

Regarding Claim 8, the combination of Yang in view of Hayashi, disclose 
the application wherein the second instructions further provide for generating 
media file representations within the media view such that the media file 
representation associated with a time period proximate to the vertical centerline 
and proximate to a center point within the time period is an enlarged media file 
representation in comparison to other media file representations in the time 
period proximate the predefined position (Figs. 37-39; [0267-0269], Hayashi). 

Regarding Claim 9, the combination of Yang in view of Hayashi, disclose 
the application wherein the second instructions further provide for generating 
media file representations within the media view such that the media file 
representations associated with a time period proximate to the vertical centerline 
decrease in size the further that a media file representation deviates from the 
center point ([0249-0251], Hayashi). 
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Points of Contact 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chelcie Daye whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3891 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Chelcie Daye 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
November 29, 2006 




